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Language Features are the important aspect in a text. This is part of the student’s knowledge. If 
the students familiar with the language features, they can understand the major characters in 
the texts easily. The purpose of this study is to analyze the language features that used to 
describe major characters in short stories. This research was a descriptive qualitative research. 
The research objects were taken at six Indonesian short stories and six English short stories. The 
research procedure classifies all objects based on language features of research instruments.The 
results of this study are there are  two characters of major character in the short stories, 
protagonist and antagonist. In Indonesian short stories there are two short stories that have 
antagonist characters and four short stories have protagonist characters. And all of the short 
stories only have one major character. But in English short stories, four of the short stories have 
two major characters and two short stories only have one major character. 
Keywords: Language Features, Short Stories, Characters, Major Characters 
ABSTRAK:  
Ciri-ciri kebahasaan merupakan aspek yang penting dalam sebuah teks. Ini merupakan bagian 
dari ilmu pengetahuan yang dimiliki siswa. Jika siswa mengenal ciri-ciri kebahasaan, mereka 
bisa memahami tokoh utama dalam cerita pendek. Tujuan dari tesis ini adalah untuk 
menganalisis ciri kebahasaan yang digunakan untuk menggambarkan tokoh utama dalam 
cerita-cerita pendek. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Objek penelitian 
diambil dari enam cerita pendek Indonesia dan enam cerita pendek Inggris. Prosedur penelitian 
adalah dengan mengklasifikasikan semua objek berdasarkan ciri kebahasaan dalam instrument 
penelitian. Hasil penelitian ini adalah: Ada dua karakter tokoh utama yaitu protagonis dan 
antagonis. Pada cerita pendek Indonesia, ada dua cerita pendek yang memiliki karakter 
antagonis dan empat cerita pendek yang empunyai karakter protagonis, dan semua cerita 
pendek hanya memiliki satu tokoh utama. Tetapi pada cerita pendek Inggris, ada empat cerita 
yang mempunyai dua tokoh utama dan dua cerita yang mempunyai satu tokoh utama. 




Short story is a brief, imaginative 
narrative, unfolding a single predominating 
incident and a single chief character; it 
contains a plot, the details of which are so 
compressed, and the whole treatment so 
organized, as to produce a single 
impression. (Esenwein, 1909: 51). The 
short story is a literary genre. It is usually  
fictional narrative prose, as well as another 
form of fictional stories, short story is also 
established by intrinsic elements such as ; 
theme, character, setting, plot, stylistic, and 
point of view. The related issues on 
analysing short stories have been 
discussed in some graduating papers and 
journals. As seen in Adera (2012), in his 
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thesis Adera stylistically analyses four of 
Edgar Allan Poe’s short stories: Three 
Sundays in a Week, The Black Cat, A Tale of 
Jerusalem, and Shadow. He uses 
Foregrounding as a theoretical framework 
for his analysis. 
The second study was conducted by 
Adane (2012), Adane says due to time 
constraint the analysis focuses only on 
three selected chapters that are considered 
to be stylistically representative in the 
novel. The novel has a total of sixteen 
chapters. Adane takes lexical categories 
and figures of speech as theoretical 
framework for his analysis. 
The third study was conducted by 
Segara (2013), Segara found that the 
students did not use one or more features 
in their narrative text and the students 
applied and ignored when writing 
narrative text and factors that made 
students ignored features of narrative text.  
The fourth study was conducted by 
Buechner (2015), She explore writing to 
evaluate the nature of creativity in the 
English field, explaining certain techniques 
that writers must learn, identifying 
struggles they must overcome, and 
including tips from editors on publishing 
fiction. 
The last study was conducted by 
Alemu (2015), He found that very limited 
number of theses dealing with stylistic 
analysis of short stories and none of them 
deals with any of O Henry’s works. Since 
the research is theoretical, analytical and 
descriptive in nature, close reading and 
text based analysis are applied in the 
analysis of the short stories. 
The finding from Adera (2012) 
same with Adane (2012) and Alemu 
(2015). Adera analyse the stylistic in four 
short story but Alemu just one short story. 
Adane analyses stylistic only focuses on 
three selected chapter in a novel. Unlike 
finding from Segara (2013) and Buechner 
(2015) just analyse the narrative text 
features and Buechner just analyse the 
writing analysis in short story.  
The above studies are important in 
order to know about the language features 
However; none of those studies above 
focus on language features in major 
characters in short stories. Therefore,  the 
researcher choose short stories for 
children, especially folktales and legends 
because, first, beside it is a part of English 
material in Junior High School,  the short 
stories like folktales and legends needed to 
be introduce to the learners for enriching 
and showing differences genres and text 
types. Second, by showing different genre 
or text such as folktales and legends, it may 
also influence specific characters to the 
learners. “.From the background above, the 
research formulated problems. Of the 
research follow: 
1.  What language features did the authors used to describe the major characters in  
Indonesian short stories? 
2.  What language features did the authors used to describe the major characters in English 
short stories? 
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research is Qualitative study that uses descriptive content analysis since  
data is in the form of text. Maxwell (1996) argues that qualitative study 
focuses on certain events or people emphasizing not on numbers, but 
more on words.  
Data Source 
The source of the data in this study is gathered from some short stories. The writer uses 
twelve short stories as main data. The data are taken from the text books and internet that are 
relevant and support the data of this research. The short stories consist of six folktales from 
Indonesian short stories and six folktales from English short stories. The short stories are 
taken from eight text books. In one text books have four until five folktales and legend. Some 
of them are fable, but researcher just takes the short story of fairy tales or legends. The short 
stories are The legend of Kemaro island, Malin Kundang, The Crying Stone, Timun Emas, Wa 
Lancar and The Legend of Rawa Pening. The English short stories are Beauty and the Beast, 
The Golden Star Fruit Tree, The Woodman and His Children (Henzel and Gretel), Mangita and 
Larina, The Empty Pot, and The Prince and his Best Friends.  
This instrument was adapted from 
Leech and Short (1992). According to the 
model of analysis used by Leech and Short, 
and can choose one or a few issues to focus 
on in an analysis of their four categories of 
linguistic analysis. The researcher has 
chosen to focus on one, namely lexical 
categories.  
Table of language feature’s instruments 
Language Features 






                    Adapted from Leech and Short (1992) 
This instrument was adapted from 
Leech and Short (1992). According to the 
model of analysis used by Leech and Short, 
and can choose one or a few issues to focus 
on in an analysis of their four categories of 
linguistic analysis. The researcher has 
chosen to focus on one, namely lexical 
categories. 
 
Method of Data Analysis 
In this study, the writer use content 
analysis. Content analysis is applied to the 
analysis of data in documents and refers to 
the systematic description, description of 
the contents of documents. Four common 
uses for content analysis are: 
1. To describe the relative frequency and 
importance of certain topics 
2. To evaluate bias, prejudice or 
propaganda in pint materials. 
3. To assess the level of difficulty in 
reading materials, and  
4. To analyse types of errors in students’ 
work. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 Language features used by authors to describe major characters in Indonesian 
short stories 
1. Timun Emas 
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Table 1.  Timun Emas short story 
Language features 















































































































From the table above, researcher analyze that verbs are the greatest number of 
language features. The choice of verbs contributes clearly to the depiction of characters as 
heroes or villains, and it appears that there is association between “positive” verbs and “good” 
characters. The second numbers of the language features are nouns, in this short story, noun 
consist of proper nouns such as, Timun Emas, Buto Ijo and Indonesia. Common nouns such as, 
the island, children, monster, ocean, etc. Collective nouns such as, a couple of farmer, meats of 
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human being, seeds of cucumber, and vines of cucumber. Material nouns such as, bamboo, seeds, 
etc The third numbers of language features are adjectives. The adjectives used in describing a 
character are very important. The type of adjectives consists of physical appearance such as, 
beautiful and pregnant. And personality adjectives such as, ferocious, powerful, smart, dilligent, 
etc The last numbers of language features are adverbs. The researcher analyze that the types 
of adverbs that used in this short story are adverb of manner such as, quickly, easily and 
finally. Adverb of time such as, long time ago, later, and behind, and adverb of frequency such 
as, again and soon. 
 
2. Malin Kundang  
Malin Kundang is a popular legend from West Sumatera, Indonesia. In this short 
story, the language features can be seen in the table as follows: 
Table 2. Malin Kundang short story 
Language features 















































































































From the table above verb is the greatest number of language features, the researcher 
analyze that verbs in the text can show the characters, it can see from the verbs such as, 
ashamed, saw, go  have no. The second numbers of language features is nouns. In this text 
noun consist of proper noun suc as, Malin Kundang.  The common noun such as, the merchant, 
ship, daughter. The last is material noun such as, stone. The third number of language features 
is adjectives. The adjectives use physical appearance such as, young. The personality adjective 
such as, diligent. The fourth number of language features is adverbs. Adverb which is used in 
this text are adverb of manner such as, daily, normaly.  Adverb of place such as, near. Adverb 
of time such as, soon. And adverb of frequency such as, always  
 
3. The Legend of Kemaro Island 
The Legend of Kemaro Island is a popular legend from South Sumatera. From the 
short story, the language features can be seen from the table as follows: 
 
 
Table 3.  The Legend of Kemaro Island short story 
Language features 






















Son in law 
Love 
Thing 
































































































From the table above, the greatest number of language features is verbs. In this short 
story, there are two characters. The first character is Siti Fatimah.  The verbs can be show the 
character of Siti Fatimah such as, admired, work, fell, saw, waited for, wanted, jump and helped. 
The second character of this short story is Tan Bun Ann. The character of Tan Bun Ann can be 
seeing from the verbs as follow; cam, meet, ask, and propose.  The second number of language 
features is nouns.  The types of nouns which use in this text such as, Proper noun, common 
noun, collective noun and material noun. Proper nouns such as, Tan Bun Ann, Siti Fatimah. 
Common noun in such as, the king, daughter, man. Collective nouns such as, half of your profit, 
a pile of soil.  The third number of language features is adjectives. Like the verbs and nouns, 
adjective is larger than adverb although it is only more one point. The adjectives that used by 
the author are physical appearance, personality and comparative adjective. The physical 
appearance such as, beautiful, single, young and beauty. The personality adjective that use in 
this short story such as, patience, spirit, angry, power and grave. The comparative adjective 
such as, richer and bigger. The last number of language features in this short story is adverbs. 
Adverbs that use in this story are adverb of manner, such as, really, finally, secretly and 
immediately. The next is adverb of place such as, here, top and bottom.  Adverb of time can be 
see in the sentence such as, A long time ago, One day and. Later.  Adverb of frequency such as, 
often and never 
 
4       The Crying Stone. 
The Crying Stone is a famous short stories from Kalimantan, Indonesia. From the text 
of short story above the language features can be following from the table below: 
Table 4.  The Crying Stone short story 
Language features 































Once upon a time 
Never 
 One day 
 Finally 
Behind 






















































From the table above, the greatest number of language features is verbs. The first 
major character in this short story is a poor widow (a mother). It can be see from the verbs 
such as, hear, say, understand,  hold, prayed,  punish, The second major character is a 
daughter.It can see from the verbs such as, helped, want, know, said,  asked. The second 
number of language features is nouns. The first kind of nouns in this short story is common 
nouns, such as, widow, village, and daughter. The second noun is collective noun such as, the 
upper part of the girl’s body. The third noun is material nouns such as, dress, stone. The third 
number of language features is adverbs. There are four types of adverb which use in this text; 
the first is adverb of manner, such as suddenly, finally. The second is adver of place, such as, 
behind.  The third is adverb of time such as, Once upon a time, now.  The last adverb is adverb 
of frequency such as, again. The fourth number of language features is adjectives. The 
adjectives use personality and physical adjectives. The examples of personality adjective such 
as, lazy, arrogant, ashamed, panic. The example of physical appearance such as, poor, old, 
small, rich, beautiful. 
 
5.   Wa Lancar 
Wa Lancar is a story from North Sumatera. The Language Features in this short story 
can be seen from the table as follow: 
Table 5.  Wa Lancar short story 
Language features 



















































































































From the table above, the greatest number of language features is verbs. The 
character in this short story can we see from the verbs such as, wanted, help, say, told, 
confessed. The second number of language features is nouns. From the text, nouns consist of 
proper noun suc as, Wa Lancar. Common noun such as, the preacher. Collective noun such as, 
a piece of advice. And material nouns such as, stone, knife. The third number of language 
features is adjectives.  The adjectives consist of physical appearance such as, young. And 
personality adjectives such as diligent. The last number of language features is adverb. Adverb 
in this short story use adverb of manner such as, Fortunately, Adverb of place such as next. 
Adverb of time such as Later. And adverb of frequensy such as, in the following morning.  
 
6.  The Legend of Rawa Pening 
The Legend of Rawa Pening is a famous story from Central Java. The language feature 
of The Legend of Rawa Pening short story can be seeing in the table as follow; 
Table 6.  The Legend of Rawa Pening short story 
Language features 



















































































From the table above,  the greates number of language features are verbs, the 
character of this short story can be see from verbs as follows, knocked, asked, cared, helped, 
The second number of language features are nouns, in this short story noun consist of proper 
noun such as, Lesung, Rawa Pening,. Common nouns such as, People. Materials noun such as, 
stick. The third number of language features is adjectives. Adjectives which used in this short 
story are personality adjectives such as, hungry, weak, generous. The physical appearance 
such as, little. and comparative adjectives such as, closer. The fourth number of language 
features is adverbs, Adverbs in this short story such as, adverb of manner. For example, 
mockingly, easily. Adverb of time such as, once upon a time, now.  
 
Language features used by authors to describe the major characters in English 
short stories 
1.  Mangita and Larina 
 Mangita and Larina is a fairy tale from Filipine. The language features of this story can 
be see from the table as follows: 
Table 7.  Mangita and Larina short story 
Language features 
Nouns Verbs Adjectives Adverbs 



























































Treatment of a stranger 










Mangita’s moan of pain 
Girl’s cries 












A number of elves 
Peace 
Happiness 
A greent plant 





































































































Know punished   
The largest number of language features is verbs. From the verbs in the text we can 
see the character as follow, sprang, help, washed, saw, spoke, pushed. The second number of 
language features is nouns. Types of nouns in this text are proper noun such as, Mangita and 
Larina. The common nouns such as, fisherman, wife. The collective nouns such as, a bag of 
seeds, the point of death. The abstract noun such as, kindness. And material noun such as, rice, 
seed. The third number of language features is adjectives. Adjectives in the text consist of 
personality adjectives such as, cruel, Kind, Physical appearance such as, black, dark. And the 
comparative adjectives such as, worse and worse. The fourth number of language features is 
adverbs. Adverbs in this text are adverb of manner such as, cruelly, mockingly, finally, 
suddenly.  Adverb of place such as, down, there, the bottom, everywhere. Adverb of time such 
as, now. And adverbs of frequency such as, never. 
 
 
2 The Golden Star Fruit Tree 
The Golden Star Fruit Tree is a famous story from Vietnam. The language features of 
this story can be seeing from the table below: 
Table 8.  The Golden Star Fruit Tree short story 
Language features 










A smal piece of land 
Star fruit tree 
The tree 
Raven 






















































A long time ago 











On the way 
Down  
  



















From the table above, the researcher analyze that the greatest numbers of language 
features are verbs.  The characters of this short story can be see from verb as follow; took, 
gave, filled, brought, tell. The second number of language features is nouns. Nouns in this short 
story consist of proper noun such as, Vietnam, raven. The next noun is common coun such as 
sons, brother. The third noun is collective noun such as a small piece of land, a place full of gold. 
The last noun is material noun such as, gold. The third number of language features is 
adjectives. Adjectives in this short story consist of phisical appearance such as, big, rich, and 
old. The personality adjectives such as, greedy, kind. The last adjectives are descriptive in 
comparative form, such as, longer. The fourth number of language features is adverb.  The 
adverbs using adverb of manner such as, surprisingly, finally.  Adverb of place such as, in front 
of, there. Adverb of time such as, one day.  And adverb of frequency such as, soon, too. 
 
3. The Empty Pot 
The Empty pot is a folktale from China. The language features of this short story can 
be see from the table below: 
Table 9.  The Empty Pot short story 
Language features 



























































One week later 
Sprouting 
Carefully 








































From the text above, researcher analyze that the greatest number of language 
features are verbs. We can see the character from verbs such as, felt, agreed, said, and tried. 
The second number of language features is noun. In this short story the author use proper 
noun such as, Jhronk.  Common noun such as, the emperor. Collective noun such as, one of the 
children. The material noun such as, seed. The third number of language is adjectives. The 
adjectives consist of personality adjective such as honest. The other adjective is physical 
appearance such as, old. The fourth number of language features is adverbs. The author use 
adverb of manner such as, carefully, properly.  Adverb of place such as, at the palace, once upon 
a time. The adverb of frequency such as, again.  
 
4. Beauty and the Beast 
Beauty and the Beast is one of famous folktales in the world. The language features in 
this short story can be seeing in the table below: 
Table 10.  Beauty and the Beast short story 
Language features 





















































































































From the table above, the greatest number of language features is verbs. Verbs in 
the text such as, became, worked, came, die, refused, thanked, transformed, etc. The second 
greatest number of language features is nouns. The types of noun in this text are proper noun 
such as, Beauty, rose. The common noun such as, merchant, daughters, sons. Abstract noun 
such as, happiness, goodness. And the last is material noun such as, gold. Adjectives are the 
third numbers of language features although it is only one point greater from adverbs. There 
are three types of adjectives in the text; they are physical appearance, superlative adjective 
and personality adjective. Such as, the youngest, the most beautiful. The youngest and the most 
are superlative adjective while beautiful is physical appearance adjective. Personality 
adjective such as, jealous. The fourth number of language features is adverbs. Adverbs in this 
text consist of adverb of manner such as, suddenly. Adverb of time such as, every evening. And 
adverb of frequency such as, never. 
 
5. The Woodman and His Children 
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The Woodman and His Children is a famous folktale in the world. The original title is 
Henzel and Gretel. The language features of this short story can be seeing in the table as 
follows; 
Table 11. The Woodman and His Children short story 
Language features 

































 All of the pebbles 
Crumbs of bread 
Ground 
Birds 










A piece of roof 























































































     In the evening 










































From the table above, the researcher analyze that the greatest number of language 
features in this short story are verbs. The characters in this story can be seeing from the verbs 
such as, dropped, have, slammed, shut, and trapped. The second number of language features is 
nouns. Noun which use in this short story are proper nouns such as, Henzel, Gretel.  Common 
noun such as, woodman, mountain. Collective noun such as, a piece of the roof, one of the 
windowpanes. The material noun such as, the doorknob,  the door. The third number of 
language features is adjectives. The adjective use physical appearance such as, fat. The 
personality adjective such as, bad.  The comparative adjective such as, longer. The last number 
of language features is adverbs. The adverbs in this text are adverb of manner such as, 
aimlessly.  The adverb of place such as, here.  The adverb of time such as, morning. 
 
6. The Prince and his Best Friends 
The Prince and his Best Friends is about the frienship of three young mans. The 
language features of this short story can be seeing from the table below: 
Table 12. The Prince and his Best Friends short story 
Language features 







The servant of the palace 
Franklin Greedy 
A son of aristocrat 
The forest 















































































From the table above, the greatest number of language features are verbs, The verbs 
such as, decided, realized, become, made, opened,  unlocked. 
The second greates number of language features is nouns. Nouns which used in this 
short story are proper noun and common noun such as, prince, Jonathan.  From the verbs 
Jonathan is proper noun and prince is common noun. The collective noun such as, the servant 
of the palace, the son of an aristocrat.  
The third number of language features is adverbs. In this short story, the authors 
used adverbs of manner such as, immediately.  The adverb of place such as, inside.  The adverb 
of time such as Early at dawn.  The last number of language features is adjectives such as, kind, 
young. Adjectives kind is personality adjectives and young is physical appearance.  
 
The major character characterized in 
the short stories. 
a. Indonesian short story. 
Having analyze the result,  the 
researcher find that Timun Emas is the 
major character in this short story. The 
major character in a story is generally 
known as protagonist. She is protagonist 
because she is a hero in this story and it 
can be see from verbs run, spread, and 
threw. Such as in the sentence finally, when 
Timun Emas was almost caught, she threw 
her salt. Soon the land where Buta Ijo stood 
turned into ocean. Buto Ijo was drowned 
and died instantly (line 32). Timun Emas 
has dynamic character who changes from 
frightened to be brave girl. It also can be 
see from verbs such as frightened and 
scared. Timun Emas was scared but 
because of his weapons she could kill a 
monster. Timun Emas also has neutral 
character, who describes the imaginary 
character that is only life in the fiction. 
Malin Kundang is the major 
character, he is the most appear in the 
story. Malin Kundang is antagonist because 
he has bad character. It can see from verbs 
go away and shouted. He shouted to his 
mother to let her mother go away.  From 
adjective ashamed, he ashamed to his wife 
because his mother is very poor. Malin 
Kundang has dynamic character that 
changes the action it can see from. It can 
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see from adjectives poor, good, diligent and 
rich. Malin has good character before, he is 
good and diligent but after he become rich, 
he changes to be a bad character. Malin 
Kundang is neutral character; this 
character is only presented to set up the 
story itself. 
In The Crying Stone short story, a 
daughter is the major character but she is 
antagonist. It can see from adjectives lazy 
and arrogant. And from noun servant, she 
calls her mother as her servant.  The 
character of a daughter can be see from the 
quotation “No, she is not my mother. She is 
my servant,” the girl answered (line 14). A 
daughter has flat character that has only 
one certain nature character that is bad 
character. A daughter also static character, 
it is the same from beginning until the end 
because the conflict of the story does not 
influent to this character.  a daughter is 
neutral character because this character is 
only presented to set up the story itself. 
The major character in the short 
story of The Legend of Kemaro Island is 
Tan Bun Ann because he is the most 
appears in the story. He is protagonist. It 
can see from the nouns love and courage. 
Tan Bun Ann fall in love with Siti Fatimah 
and he has courage to propose her. From 
the verbs such as, permission, admired and 
propose.  The character of Tan Bun Ann can 
be seen in the sentences Tan Bun Ann 
finally got information about Fatimah. He 
knew that she was single and the king only 
wanted to have a rich son in law. The 
information made Tan Bun Ann worked 
harder. He wants to be richer (line 15). Tan 
Bun Ann is flat character because he has 
simple character. The character of Tan Bun 
Ann always static that is does not change in 
surprising way. Tan Bun Ann is neutral 
character who describes the imaginary 
character that is only life in the fiction. 
 Wa Lancar is the major character in 
Wa Lancar short story. He has good 
character, its mean that Wa Lancar is 
protagonist. It can see from verbs studied, 
help, teaching and remembered. The 
character of Wa Lancar can be seen from 
the sentence Wa Lancar wanted to help 
poor kids by teaching them (line 14).  Wa 
Lancar is flat character because it is only 
has one nature character. There is no 
surprising action designed to make the 
reader impressed. Wa Lancar also stactic 
because the character remains predictable. 
Wa Lancar is neutral character; he 
describes the imaginary character that is 
only life in the fiction 
The major character in The Legend 
of Rawa Pening is a little poor boy.  The 
little boy is protagonist. It can see from 
adjectives little, poor, hungry and weak.  
Such as in the sentences Once upon a time, 
there was a little poor boy came into a 
village. He was very hungry and weak (line 
1). From verbs such as, used and pick up 
for example in the sentence he used the 
“Lesung” as a boat and picked up the old 
woman (line 15) a little boy has flat 
character, he has the simple character. A 
little boy has dynamic character, his 
character changes from weak to be strong. 
A little boy is neutral character. 
b. English Short Story. 
Mangita and Larina are two major 
characters in Mangita and Larina’s short 
story. There are two characters in this 
short story, that are good and bad 
characters. Mangita has good character and 
she is protagonist, it can see from 
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adjectives good and kind. For example in 
the sentence she was a good and beautiful 
girl (line 3). And you were cruel and 
Mangita was kind (line 41). It can see from 
nouns such as, loved and kindness. For 
example in the sentence she was a good 
and beautiful girl, was loved by all for her 
kindness. From verbs such as, help and 
washed. For example Mangita sprang to 
help her, washed the blood away from her 
head (line 15). Opposite with Mangita, 
Larina is antagonist. It can see from 
adjective jealous and cruel, such as This 
made Larina jealous (line 10) and the cruel 
girl said that she had done so (line 37). 
From verbs such as stick, laugh, spoke and 
pushed, for example in the sentences, she 
would catch a pretty butterfly, cruelly stick 
a pin through it (line 7).  ...and would laugh 
to see the poor butterfly struggling in the 
pain (line 9). When Larita saw the old 
woman she spoke mockingly to her and 
pushed her. (line 14). And adver such as 
cruelly, for example in the sentence the 
people dislike her for her cruelly (line 9). 
The character of Mangita and Larina are 
also flat characters, the attitude and 
behavior of the character is totally flat. 
There is no surprising action. Both of them 
also static that is do not changed in 
surprisingly way. The major characters in 
this short story are neutral character 
because this character is only presented to 
set up the story itself. 
In The Golden Star Fruit Tree short 
story, there are two major characters that 
are the older brother and the younger 
brother. The older brother is antagonist, he 
has bad character. It can see from adjective 
greedy in the sentences such as, the older 
brother was very greedy (line 2). From 
verbs took and gave from the sentence 
such as, the big brother took almost 
everything. He gave his younger brother 
only a small piece of land (line 5). Opposite 
from his brother, the younger brother is 
protagonist and he has good character. It 
can see from adjective kind such as ...and 
the younger brother was very kind (line 3). 
From verb invited such as, on the 
commemoration of his father’s death, he 
invited his older to come to his house (line 
22). Both of them have flat character, it 
means that they are the simple character 
that only has nature character. Their 
characters also static, their characters 
remains predictable. The major characters 
have neutral characters because this 
character is only presented to set up the 
story itself. 
In The Empty Pot short story, 
Jhrunk is major character. He is protagonist 
because he has good character. It can see 
from adjectives good, best and honest such 
as in the sentence He was a good gardener, 
even people said that he was the best 
young gardener in his village (line 10) and 
sentence “you are the only child honest 
enough to return with an empty pot” (line 
48). From verbs tried and planted such as, 
“. I tried the best. I planted your seed with 
the best soil...” (Line 44), it means that 
Jhrunk is dilligent child.  Jhrunk also flat 
character, he has simple character, there is 
no surprising action. The character of 
Jhrunk is static because his character is the 
same at the end of the story as the 
beginning. Jhrunk is neutral character who 
describes the imaginary character that is 
only life in the fiction 
Beauty is the major character in 
Beauty and the Beast short story. Beauty is 
protagonist, she has good character. It can 
see from verbs insisted and went such as, 
Beauty insisted on taking her father’s place, 
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and so she went to the Beast palace (line 
15). Beauty has dynamic character, who 
demonstrated a new realization about her 
self.  Beast asks Beauty to be his wife but 
Beauty refused him. At the end, Beauty 
realized that she was in love with the Beast 
and want to marry him. Beauty is neutral 
character who describes the imaginary 
character that is only life in the fiction 
In the short story of The Woodman 
and His Children, there are two major 
characters that are Henzel and Gretel. 
Henzel and Gretel has good characters and 
they are protagonists. Henzel and Gretel 
are the heroes, it can see from verbs 
slammed, shut, and trapped such as, Gretel 
Slummed shut the oven door and trapped 
the witch inside (line 45). Henzel and 
Gretel are dynamic characters, their 
characters change to be brave characters. 
Henzel and Gretel has neutral characters, 
they describes the imaginary character 
who is only life in the fiction 
The major character in The Prince 
and his Best Friends short story are 
Jonathan and Peter Piper. They are 
protagonist characters and have good 
characters. It can see from adjective kind 
and afraid such as ...there lived a kind 
young prince named Jonathan (line 1) and 
...but Peter was not afraid (line 8). Jonathan 
and Peter Piper have Dynamic character, 
which changes in the course of the action. 
They also has neutral character who 
describes the imaginary character who is 




Major Characters in 
Indonesian Short 
Sories  
Having analyzed the Indonesian 
short stories, the researcher found that the 
major character in Indonesian short stories 
has two characters, protagonist and 
antagonist characters. Although they are 
from different regions, some of them have 
the same characters, such as Malin 
Kundang and The Crying Stone. Both of 
them have bad attitudes, they are ungodly 
children. Different from Malin Kundang 
and The Crying Stone, Timun Emas, Wa 
Lancar and The Legend of Rawa Pening 
have good attitudes; they are heroes and 
want to help another people. The Kemaro 
Island is about a couple falling in love but 
they are never being in love because of 
death. From the six short stories, four of 
them, Malin Kundang, The Crying Stone, 
The Legend of Kemaro Island and The 
Legend of Rawa Pening have the real 
evidence.  
The Major Characters in English Short 
Sories 
From six English short stories four 
of them have two major characters in one 
short story, they are protagonist and 
antagonist. The short stories such as, 
Mangita and Larina, The Golden Star Fruit 
Tree, The Woodman and His Children and 
The Prince and His Best Friends. The major 
characters of each short story have bad and 
good attitudes. Two of short stories have 
one major character in one short story, that 
The 
  
Eka Puspita A2B016007   22 
 
are Beauty and the Beast and The Empty 
Pot. 
From the twelve short stories, the 
researcher has analyzed that there is no 
ungodly characters in English short story 
such as Malin Kundang and The Crying 
Stone. But there are the same character 
between Timun Emas, The Empty Pot and 
The Woodmand and His Children; they are 
about honest, brave and hero children.  
They are about kind children. 
The Major Characters characterized 
short stories 
From the explanation in the result, 
researcher analyze that in Indonesian short 
stories Timun Emas has protagonist, 
dynamic and neutral characters. Malin 
Kundang has antagonist, dynamic and 
neutral characters. The Crying stone has 
antagonist, flat, static and neutral 
characters. The Legend of Kemaro Island 
has protagonist, flat and neutral characters. 
Wa Lancar has protagonist, flat and neutral 
characters. And the Legend of Rawa Pening 
has protagonist, flat, dynamic and neutral 
characters.  
There are four short stories which 
have almost same characters that are 
Timun Emas, The Legend of Kemaro Island, 
Wa Lancar, and The Legend of Rawa 
Pening. The major characters of each short 
story are protagonist and neutral 
characters. But each of them has different 
in flat, static and dynamic characters. 
Timun Emas has dynamic character same 
withThe Legend of Rawa Pening. The 
Legend of Kemaro Island, Wa Lancar and 
The Legend of Rawa Pening have flat 
characters 
In English short stories, Mangita and 
Larina short story has the same characters 
with The Golden Star Fruit Tree and The 
Empty Pot. Both of them have two major 
characters, they are protagonist and 
antagonist, flat, static, and neutral 
characters. But The Empty Pot only has one 
major character. The Beauty and the Beast 
short story have same characters with The 
Woodman and His Children and The Prince 
and his Best Fiends. The major characters 
of that stories has protagonist, dynamic 
and neutral characters. 
Explaining the result with theory 
In this paper attempts have been 
made to language features analyze in 
selected short stories. In order to carry out 
the language features, twelve different 
short stories (Timun Emas, Malin Kundang, 
The Legend of Kemaro Island, The Legend 
of Rawa Pening, The Crying Stone, Wa 
Lancar, Mangita and Larina, The Golden 
Star Fruit Tree, Beauty and the Beast and 
The Woodman and the Children (Hanzel 
and Gretel), The Prince and his Best 
Friends) a checklist of language features 
categories suggested by Leech and Short 
(2007) has been applied as a theoretical 
framework. 
In the analysis of Indonesian short 
stories among the checklists, lexical 
categories have been employed. And it was 
noticed that the authors use of verbs takes 
the largest share of the major word classes. 
These verbs play a very great role in 
describing the characters, the setting and 
the surroundings well. Through the use of 
adjectives (that contributes the 3rd largest 
number from the major word classes), the 
author is able to describe the physical and 
psychological features of the characters 
and the setting. Nouns, the second largest 
  
Eka Puspita A2B016007   23 
 
group of the major word classes, have 
played an important role in the story. This 
role in making meaning accessible to the 
reader is achieved through describing 
actions and to a certain extent by playing 
stative role in the story. The fourth number 
is adverbs.  
In the analysis of English short 
stories among the checklists, lexical 
categories have been employed. Same with 
the Indonesian short stories, There are six 
English short stories use of verbs takes the 
largest share of the major word classes and 
nouns are the second largest group of the 
major word classes. The second number is 
verbs. All of English short stories, 
adjectives that contributes the 3rd largest 
number from the major word classes, the 
author is able to describe the physical and 
psychological features of the characters. 
The fourth number is adverbs. From the 
explanation above, the researcher needs to 
compare the language features by using the 
table as follows: 
Table 13. The number of language features in Indonesian and English short stories. 
Indonesian 
Short Stories 
Language Features English short 
stories 
Language Features 
N V Adj Adv N V Adj Adv 
Timun Emas 37 46 17 9 
Mangita and 
Larina 
63 75 26 19 
Malin Kundang 33 44 18 9 
The Golden Star 
Fruit Tree 
30 37 16 14 
Tle Legend of 
Kemaro Island 
39 42 17 16 The Empty Pot 32 38 14 9 
The Crying Stone 22 31 15 17 
Beauty and the 
Beast 
39 53 11 10 
Wa Lancar 36 41 18 15 
The Woodman 
and His children 
62 67 25 19 
The Legend of 
Rawa Pening 
28 33 12 6 
The Prince and 
his Best Friend 
29 36 6 14 
Total 195 237 97 72 Total 255 306 98 85 
 
From the table above, the 
researcher analyze that from all of the 
stories, the authors of Indonesian and 
English short story use verbs as the 
greatest number of language features, the 
second numbers are nouns, the third 
numbers are adectives and the fourth 
numbers are adverbs. The number of 
English short stories is greater than the 
Indonesian short stories. In The Crying 
Stone and The Prince and his Best Friends 
short stories, the numbers of adverbs are 
larger than adjectives.  
The Comparing and Constrasting 
Result with Other Study 
 From the previous studies in 
chapter I, This study gets the same result 
from Alemu (2015) about Stylistic Analysis 
of Selected Short Stories by O Henry.  
Alemu analized four short stories of O 
Henry (After Twenty Years, A Harlem 
Tragedy, The Last Leaf, and A Furnished 
Room). He use the same theory from Short 
and Leech (2007). The result of Alemu’s 
paper is in one the short story, After 
Twenty Years, the author’s use of nouns 
takes the largest share of the major word 
classes. Verbs are the second dominant 
group of the major word classes. Adjectives 
contribute the 3rd largest number from the 
major word classes. And the least 
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represented in the major word classes are 
adverbs.  
  The Implication of this research 
for study 
The implications of this research for 
study are firstly, for the teacher, short story 
is one of materials that used to be taught in 
Junior High School level especially for ninth 
grade. According to Permendikbud number 
24 (2016) in syllabus about core 
competence (1,2,3,4) and basic competence 
(3.7 and 4.7) for the ninth grade of Junior 
High School. The unit focus on narrative 
text. The grammar lessons are the use of 
simple past tense, adverbs of time in simple 
past tense, singular and plural nouns. The 
learning material sections contain text title, 
the social function of the text, language 
features, vocabulary and the generic 
structure of the genre. The core 
competencies and basic competencies of 
ninth grade at Junior High School are 
presented as follows:  
Table 14. The core competencies 
and basic competencies of Grade IX of 
Junior High School. 
 
 
   
CORE COMPETENCIES BASIC COMPETENCIES 
1. Respect and appreciate the teachings of their religion 
2. Respect and appreciate the honest behaviour, discipline, 
responcible, caring (tolerance, mutual cooperation), polite, 
confident in teaching effectively with the social and natural 
environment in a range of social and existence. 
3. Understanding knowledge (factual, concept science, 
technology, arts, conceptual and procedural) based on his 
curiosity about science, technology, arts, culture and events 
related phenomena. 
4. Try, process, and present in the realm of concrete (using 
parse, compose, modify, and create) and realm of the 
abstract (writing, reading, counting, drawing, and 
fabricated) accordingly to the learned in school and other 
sources in the same viewpoint/ theory. 
3.7. To compare the social function, generic 
structure, and language features of spoken 
and written narrative text by asking and 
giving information about short and simple 
fairy tales based on the context. 
 
 
4.7.To get contextual meaning about the social 
function, generic structure and language 
features of spoken and written short story and 




Having analysed this study about Language Features 
Used to Describe Major Characters in Short Stories, The 
language features can be used in teaching narrative texts for 
children. It could be read in following discussion: 
1. The result of language features in Indonesian short 
stories are the authors use verbs as the largest share of the 
major word classes. The verbs play a role in describing the 
characters of major character; the second dominant group 
of the major word classes are nouns and the third number 
from the major word classes are adjectives.   And the least 
represented in the major word classes are adverbs. From 
the six Indonesian short story, there is one short story that 
has adverb is greater than 
adjective. It is The Crying 
Stone short story. 
2. In English short 
stories, the result of 
language features that 
used to describe major 
character has the same 
result with Indonesian 
short stories. The authors 
use verbs as the greatest 
number of the major word 
classes, the second 
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number is nouns and the third number is adjectives. The 
last number of the major word classes is adverb, but one of 
the six English short story, The Prince and His Best Friend 
short story use adverb as the third number of major word 
classes and adverb is the last number of major word classes. 
3. The dominant characters of major character in 
Indonesian short stories are protagonist and antagonist, 
From six of Indonesian short stories, there are two short 
stories where the major characters are  antagonist, they are 
Malin Kundang and The Crying Stone and four short stories 
where the major characters are protagonist, they are Timun 
Emas, The Legend of Kemaro Island, Wa Lancar, and The 
Legend of Rawa Pening..  In English short stories, there are 
four short stories which have two major characters, 
protagonist and antagonist characters,  they are Mangita 
and Larina, The Golden Star Fruit Tree, The Woodman and 
His Children, and The 
Prince and his Friends. .  
And two short stories only 
have one character of 
major character, they are 
The Empty Pot and Beauty 
and the Beast, both of 
these short stories is 
protagonist. From the 
twelve short stories, there 
are no English short 
stories which have the 
same characters with 
Malin Kundang and The 
Crying stone.  
 
SUGGESTION 
Based on the conclusion above, the researcher would like to give suggestions related to this 
research, which hopefully will be helpful for English teacher, students, institution, and further 
researcher. 
1. For English teacher,  the using of language features to identifying major characters in 
short stories will help the teacher in teaching narrative text especially for folktales and 
legends  
2. For the students, they expected to be interest with the lesson and easy to identify the 
major character in short stories, and they can easily to understand the characters of the major 
characters. the children expected to more interesting to read short stories especially short 
stories and folktales from Indonesia and another country, 
3. Based on the limitation in this study, the result of this research can be used as 
reference for further researcher who wants to analyse language features and characters of 
major character in short stories and other literary works.  
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